Introduction to the Internet
The Internet is a group of networks spanning the globe. A computer can
connect to the Internet wirelessly or via a wired connection. You may
have access to a private, password protected network at your home or
office. There are also free public networks at libraries and local
businesses.
The World Wide Web is our
interface to the Internet.
Web browsers like
Chrome, Firefox, and
Internet Explorer facilitate
access to the World Wide
Web. Each browser looks a
little different, but they all connect us with the Web and they have features in common.
Let’s explore the tools and features of a Web browser.
Common browsers:
Free WiFi networks in and around Elmwood Park
-Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway
-McDonald’s 7217 W. Grand Ave.
-Panera Bread 7400 W. North Ave.
-Starbucks 7112 W. North Ave., Chicago

Chrome

Firefox

1. Back button

8. New tab

Explorer (IE)

2. Address bar

Safari

3. Search bar

7. Refresh

4. Resize or close window

6. Bookmarks

5. Home, browser options

1. Back button: Clicking the back button returns you to the previous Web page. Some
browsers also have a forward button. 2. Address bar: Type the specific address or URL of a
website here and press enter on the keyboard to visit that site. For example:
www.elmwoodparklibrary.org or www.chicagotribune.com. 3. Search bar: Type in
keywords here and press enter to search for those terms. For example: restaurants or
news. Results will be displayed from a search engine like Google, Bing, or Yahoo. 4. Resize
or close window: The minus button at the left will minimize the browser window. The

window remains open, but is minimized to the taskbar at the bottom of the screen. The
middle button will restore the window to a smaller size, leaving it in view, or will maximize a
smaller window to the largest possible size. The X button at the right closes the browser
window. 5. Home, browser options: The home button returns the browser to the home
page, which is also the page displayed when the browser first opens. Change the home
page in the browser options menu. The browser options also contain history and privacy
settings. 6. Bookmarks: Save frequently visited sites in the bookmarks menu. 7. Refresh:
If a page loads incorrectly, freezes, or appears out of date, click the refresh button. 8. New
tab: Opening new tabs (instead of new windows) allows the user to have several websites
open at once in the same window. Click the tab titles to navigate between tabs.
Sample search results
The title of each page
appears in blue and is a link
to that page. The green
text shows the source of
the displayed information.
The brief description is
pulled directly from the
site. The first result in this
example is an
advertisement while the
second and third results are
organic search results.
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Keyboard shortcuts
New window
New tab
Print
Cut
Copy
Paste
Refresh

for Web browsers
Ctrl + +
Zoom in
Ctrl + Zoom out
Ctrl + A
Select all
Ctrl + F
Find
Ctrl + Z
Undo
Ctrl + Y
Redo
Home
Go to top of page

Questions? Contact Adult Services at askref@elmwoodparklibrary.org or 708-3951217.

