Elmwood Park
Public Library

Peter N. Silvestri Cultural and Learning Center

ELMWOOD PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Minutes for February 12, 2024, 7:30 PM - Ferrentino Meeting Room

1. Call to Order at 7:30 P.M.

2. Upon Roll Call, the following were present:
a. Present: Peter Fosco (Vice-President), Alice Balundis (Secretary), Marissa
Santangelo (Trustee), Michael Monahan (Trustee), and SK Narayan (Trustee)
b. Absent: Chris Pesko (President)
c. Also Present: various members of the EPPL staff and community members

3. Vice-President Fosco read the account and balances as presented (7:31 P.M.)

Total GF — Wintrust Bank $540,698.43 as of February 8, 2024

Total Gift Fund $16,286.23 as of February 8, 2024

Total Building Fund $123,668.26 as of February 8, 2024

Total Cash Balance $680,652.92 as of February 8, 2024

GF (YTD) FY 2023-24 expenditures $1,675,184.83 as of February 8, 2024
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4. Consent Agenda

Approval of January 2024 Board Meeting Minutes
Approval of Payroll for March 2024

Approval of Medical Insurance for March 2024
Acknowledgement of the Treasurer’s report

Approval of IMRF check for February 2024

Approval of General Fund Disbursements February 2024
Approval of the 2022-23 Audit
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Trustee Santangelo made a motion to approve the consent agenda, which Trustee Balundis
seconded. (7:33 P.M.)

Upon roll call, the EPPL Board voted as follows:
Ayes 6 Nays 0 Absent 1

5. Correspondence: (7:34 P.M)
Vice-President Fosco acknowledged that the Board received an unsigned staff letter.

Trustee Balundis acknowledged that the Board received emails from Vicki Pietrus, Tommy
Shroeder, and Anna Lekowski
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6. Public Participation: (7:34 P.M.)

Resident Sarah Horn expressed her pride in her town and her support of a local history room.

Vice-President Fosco apologized for not announcing the rule of a three-minute per speaker per
twenty-minute public participation session.

Resident Julia Harmon Bell expressed her disappointment in a recent Facebook post by the
Director of the Library.

Vicki Pietrus thought that the Library Director and the Board of Trustees would work with the
staff to spend taxpayer money wisely.

Resident John Ferrentino, a former Board member, expressed his support for a local history
room.

Meredith Zinanni requested the meeting minutes for the Building Committee. Director
Consiglio and Trustee Monahan responded that the notes from the committee meeting were not
approved because the minutes can only be approved at the next committee meeting, and no
subsequent meeting has been called.

Resident Rosalind Sanchez originally came to discuss the history room but decided to change
direction to address the recent negativity in the library community.

Resident Cathy Lange expressed her excitement about the proposed history room.
Resident Shaina Helm expressed her concern about the need for transparency and accountability.
Resident Ed Hartnett expressed the history room is a great idea.

7. Library Director’s Report: (7:56 P.M.)
a. The Study Rooms are completed and in use after fourteen months. The outsides
were painted, and minor repairs were made. Some whiteboards were added

upstairs.

b. He expressed concerns over stolen and washed checks sent through the postal
service, which hold up vendor payments, and would like to move all payments to
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c. ACHSs. Vice-President Fosco encouraged the use of the library’s credit card. The
Library Attorney confirmed that there is no legal consequence to changing the
form of payment, nor is there a need to get an expenditure reapproved to replace a
payment that has already been attempted to be paid if a check is lost or stolen.

8. Building Committee (8:01 P.M.)
a. Trustee Narayan and Trustee Santangelo said there is nothing at this point, but
they are waiting for a date from the architect. Among the members of the Board,

it was established that the meeting minutes had not been approved yet since there
had not been another meeting since the previous meeting to approve the minutes.

9. By-Laws/Goals/Policy/Personnel Committee (8:02 P.M.)
a. Nothing to report

10. Finance Committee/Audit Committee (8:03 P.M.)

a. Trustee Santangelo said the Committee met tonight to discuss the preliminary
budget for the coming year and what will be presented to the Village Board.

b. Trustee Santangelo said the Committee voted to approve the January minutes for
the Finance Committee.

11. Unfinished Business (8:03 P.M.)
a. Nothing to report
12. New Business (8:03 P.M.)

a. Nothing to report
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13. Adjournment

A motion was made by Trustee Santangelo and seconded by Trustee Monahan to adjourn the
meeting at 8:03 P.M.

Upon roll call, the EPPL Board voted as follows:

Ayes 6 Nays 0 Absent 1

14. Next Meeting: March 11, 2024
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Alice Balundis, Board Secretary Date approved




