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Director’s Letter — July 2025

As we step into the heart of summer, I’m continually reminded of how vibrant, engaged, and
supportive our ElImwood Park community is. July has brought a renewed energy, and our
programs are bursting with creativity. Our spaces are alive with families, teens, and lifelong
learners, and the library remains a gathering place for connection and growth. Whether you’re
joining us for an event, checking out your next great read, or simply stopping in to cool off and
unwind, we’re proud to be your community hub. I’m excited to share just a few highlights from
the past month that reflect the incredible momentum we’re building together.

Creative Expressions from Our Community’s Children

As part of our commitment to celebrating creativity and fostering pride in our community’s
youngest voices, the EImwood Park Public Library is excited to showcase artwork created by the
children of EImwood Park throughout the library. These vibrant pieces reflect the imagination,
curiosity, and individuality of our local youth, providing them a platform to express themselves
freely and share their unique perspectives with the community. By offering this space for artistic
expression, the library nurtures creativity and self-confidence while reinforcing its role as a
supportive environment where every child is encouraged to explore, create, and shine. We invite
all visitors to take a moment to appreciate these beautiful displays, which bring warmth,
inspiration, and a strong sense of community connection to our shared space.

Ask the Director: More Arts and Crafts

Each month, I’1l answer questions and share feedback received from our patrons. Your voices
matter, and | look forward to highlighting suggestions, concerns, and ideas, many of which will
also be featured on our website to foster continued dialogue and transparency.

This month, a patron requested more arts and crafts programs for families, especially those that
include snacks. While we already offer a wide range of creative programs, we wholeheartedly
agree that there can never be too many opportunities for families to bond through art. Last year,
we proudly launched our Grandparent and Grandchild Craft Series, designed to create lasting
intergenerational memories. Our goal is to offer meaningful experiences that not only bring
families together in the present but also spark traditions that children may one day pass down to
their grandchildren.

Ask the Director: Parking Concerns

One of the most challenging questions I’ve received and one | unfortunately cannot fully resolve
involves parking availability in front of the Library, particularly in the evenings. A patron
recently expressed understandable frustration, noting: “It’s ridiculous trying to get a parking
spot in the evenings due to pool patrons.”

| completely sympathize with this concern. We recognize that limited parking near the entrance
can be frustrating, especially during the busy summer months. While we do not have the
authority to designate “Library Only” parking spots on the public street, the village has taken
several steps to ease the burden. The village has implemented 2-hour parking limits in front of
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the building to help ensure turnover, and we’ve asked our staff to park across the tracks or
further down the Conti Parkway to keep prime spaces available for patrons.

Additionally, overflow parking is available in the Village lot next to the Fire Department, just a
short walk from the Library.

Please be assured that we’re doing everything within our control to make access as convenient as
possible. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we continue to welcome a large
number of visitors to our shared civic spaces.

Keep the questions and ideas coming, we’re listening!
Understanding the Impact of Federal Funding at the EImwood Park Public Library

There has been some confusion regarding how the ElImwood Park Public Library is funded,
particularly concerning the roles of federal and state dollars. To clarify, the majority of our
funding, over 76% comes from local property taxes paid directly by homeowners and businesses
in EImwood Park. In the current fiscal year, property taxes account for $2,485,802 of our total
income of $3,243,470. The remainder of our funding comes from a combination of legislative
grants ($340,000), the Building Fund ($320,000), miscellaneous income ($41,500), and state Per
Capita funding ($36,168). Federal grants, such as Project Next Generation (PNG) at $12,500 and
AgeOptions at $7,500, together represent less than 1% of our overall budget.

While these federal amounts may seem minor financially, they provide critical support for
programs that target key community demographics, especially youth and seniors. Additionally,
federal funds administered through the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) sustain
essential infrastructure, such as the Interlibrary Loan (ILL) system. This service, coordinated
through RAILS (Reaching Across Illinois Library System), allows EImwood Park residents to
borrow from thousands of other libraries across the state. If IMLS funding is eliminated, these
shared delivery systems may be scaled back or discontinued, potentially leading to longer wait
times and restricted access to materials that are not available locally.

Digital platforms like Libby, Kanopy, Axis 360, and Comics Plus, all supported in part by IMLS
and related federal investments, may also see reduced availability or increased costs. These
resources are significant for patrons who rely on the library for internet access, educational
support, or workforce development.

It’s important to note that while state and federal funds do not dominate our operating budget,
they enable us to do more without placing an additional burden on local taxpayers. For example,
the library has already been approved for $210,000 in legislative grants that were carried over
from previous years, and we have submitted a request for an additional $130,000 to move
forward with an upcoming facilities project. These strategic funds help us reinvest in our
building and services in ways that would not be possible through property taxes alone.

In summary, while local property taxes are the foundation of library funding, federal and state
support play a targeted and transformative role. This support ensures that EImwood Park
residents continue to enjoy high-quality services, access to regional resources, and the digital
tools necessary for modern life.
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Program Growth Continues in May and June

As we move through the summer, I’'m proud to share that our programming efforts for May and
June reflect both momentum and continued community engagement. In just two months, the
Library launched 41 new programs, hosted a total of 155 events, and welcomed 3,832
attendees. May alone brought in 2,499 participants across 79 programs, while June added 76
more programs with 1,333 in attendance. These numbers demonstrate not only the strength of
our program planning but also the continued trust and enthusiasm from our patrons. | look
forward to building on this momentum in the months ahead.

Here are some of our memorable programs!
Summer Bash 2025: A Night to Remember!

Summer Bash 2025 kicked off with excitement and ended with a splash, with the threat of rain
bringing together over 300 children and their families for an unforgettable evening of fun,
laughter, and community spirit!

The event began with kids climbing and exploring Village vehicles, sparking curiosity and joy as
they got behind the wheel of fire trucks, police cars, and public works equipment. Our talented
face painters stayed busy all night, transforming little faces into colorful works of art that the
children proudly wore throughout the evening.

The biggest hit of the night was, without a doubt, the Party Wheelz, where kids had the thrill of
driving small electric cars around a custom course, an activity that brought endless smiles and
cheers from both children and parents.

This incredible event was made possible through our strong partnership with the Village of
Elmwood Park. We extend a heartfelt thank you to Lauren and Teddy Gruber for their
outstanding support and dedication in helping us pull off a truly memorable celebration.

From start to finish, Summer Bash 2025 showcased the very best of what happens when a
community comes together!
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Ukrainian Storytime Continues to Inspire

We are pleased to share that our Ukrainian Storytime programs continue to resonate with
families in our community. Our most recent session welcomed 17 attendees, following a
gathering of 8 the previous week. These storytimes not only offer language and literacy
enrichment but also help preserve and celebrate Ukrainian heritage through songs, stories, and
crafts.

We are also thrilled to welcome back Maryana Yevstratenko, who is returning as an external
programmer to help us expand our Ukrainian cultural programming. Her passion, creativity, and
deep cultural knowledge have been invaluable, and we’re excited to see what this new chapter
brings.

American Sign Language Programs Continue to Thrive!

On Monday, June 30th, Mikenna and Marta proudly hosted two American Sign Language (ASL)
programs, which together welcomed 39 enthusiastic participants —a testament to the continued
interest in ASL within the ElImwood Park community.

They began the afternoon with their Kids & MidKids American Sign Language session, where
children and their caregivers learned foundational signs through interactive activities and
engaging visuals.

Later in the day, they launched their brand-new program: MidKids & Teens Conversational
American Sign Language. This program builds on the basics by shifting the focus from learning
individual vocabulary to forming complete sentences, allowing participants to begin holding
conversations in sign language.

Before the start of the program, each child was invited to reflect on and express what ASL means
to them. Their thoughtful contributions have been compiled into a display that will be featured in
the Youth Services area, a beautiful visual representation of how ASL is inspiring and
connecting our young patrons.

We’re thrilled to see such a strong community response and look forward to continuing to grow
our ASL offerings at the EImwood Park Public Library!

Summer Solstice Celebration in Full Bloom!
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On Thursday, June 20th, we welcomed the first day of summer in the most enchanting way by
crafting vibrant, handcrafted flower crowns that captured the spirit of the season.

Our Summer Solstice Celebration brought together families and friends for a whimsical
afternoon filled with creativity, laughter, and a sense of community. Participants designed their
floral crowns using a beautiful selection of fresh flowers, ribbons, and greenery, transforming the
Youth Services area into a vibrant, imaginative garden.

To set the mood, we played a Renaissance Faire and fairy-inspired playlist, adding a magical
touch to the day. The joyful atmosphere and artistic flair made it a perfect way to celebrate the
longest day of the year.

It was a truly special event that reflected the beauty of nature, the joy of summer, and the
creativity of our EImwood Park community.

A Totally '90s Throwback with the American Girl Doll Book Club!

On Tuesday, June 25th, 21 enthusiastic young readers gathered for a nostalgic blast from the past
at our monthly American Girl Doll Book Club meeting, where we explored the world of twins
Isabel and Nicki Hoffman and the year 1999, a pivotal time that marked the end of a century and
the dawn of a new millennium.

The group learned what life was like just before Y2K, discussed themes of "girl power," and
embraced all things '90s with fun, friendship, and creativity. Highlights of the day included:

e A hilarious group round of MASH (on our dry erase board, of course!)
e Book discussion and reflections on empowerment and individuality

o Delicious cupcakes

e Our newest issue of the AG Club Magazine

e Themed '90s and 2000s goodie bags
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e And a heartfelt activity where everyone wrote letters to their future selves, complete with
sticker decorations

It was an afternoon packed with learning, laughter, and a deep appreciation for how much things
have changed and stayed the same since 1999.

Looking ahead, we’re thrilled to announce that on Tuesday, July 30th, we’ll welcome American
Girl author Laura Allen-Simpson to the library! She’ll share insights into her writing journey and
what it’s like to be an author. It’s sure to be an inspiring experience for all aspiring young writers
and American Girl fans.

E-Rate Funding Approved — $6,125.98 Awarded

We are pleased to announce that the EImwood Park Public Library has been awarded $6,125.98
through the E-Rate program for the current funding cycle. Administered by the Universal Service
Administrative Company (USAC) under the oversight of the FCC, the E-Rate program helps
eligible libraries and schools secure discounts for internet access, telecommunications, and
internal connections. This funding will directly support the Library’s technology infrastructure,
ensuring continued access to high-speed internet and digital resources for our community. Our
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participation in the program requires an annual application process, adherence to the Children’s
Internet Protection Act (CIPA), and documented procurement compliance, all of which we
successfully met to receive this year’s award.

Patron and Staff Safety

The ElImwood Park Public Library takes a proactive and comprehensive approach to ensuring the
safety and security of our patrons and staff. As part of our ongoing commitment, we have
updated and expanded our Emergency Response Guide, providing clear procedures for staff in
the event of an emergency. We have installed security monitors at each service desk and
strategically placed cameras in previously blind spots, significantly enhancing visibility
throughout the facility. Our upgraded camera system now provides complete coverage of the
library’s exterior perimeter, improving situational awareness at all times. Additionally, we have
implemented hourly walk-throughs by staff and security personnel in each department to monitor
activity and respond promptly to any concerns. All staff have been trained in emergency
protocols, ensuring a calm, coordinated response should an incident occur. These improvements
reflect the library’s unwavering dedication to maintaining a secure and welcoming environment
for everyone who walks through our doors.

Internal Communication

Effective internal communication is essential to ensuring that all staff members are informed,
aligned, and engaged with the library's mission. At the EImwood Park Public Library, we hold
weekly staff meetings every Wednesday, where between 12 and 16 team members gather to
share updates, collaborate, and discuss departmental goals. These meetings provide an open
forum for everyone to contribute and for the administration to communicate strategic objectives
and library-wide initiatives.

Staff Day

On Thursday, July 10, 2025, the library hosted Staff Day, an annual event designed to promote
team-building, boost morale, and reinforce our commitment to safety and collaboration.
Departments came together for a variety of interactive and enjoyable activities that strengthened
interdepartmental relationships and reinforced emergency preparedness protocols. We are
especially grateful to Library Board President Chris Pesko and Trustee Alice Balundis for their
presence and support during the event, demonstrating their ongoing commitment to our staff and
mission.
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As we move through the heart of summer, | want to thank our patrons, staff, and trustees for
making the ElImwood Park Public Library a vibrant hub of learning, creativity, and community
connection. Your continued support drives our mission forward and inspires every program we
offer and every improvement we make.

If you ever have questions, concerns, or ideas, | encourage you to email me directly or call the
Library, your voice matters, and | welcome every opportunity to hear from you.

Warm regards,

Michael Consiglio
Director, EImwood Park Public Library
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