
 

 

Director’s Letter – May & June 2025 

As we move into the heart of summer, I want to take a moment to reflect on recent events that 

have deeply touched our library family. In May, we lost three cherished friends of the Elmwood 

Park Public Library whose legacies will forever be part of our story. 

John Hickey, a longtime Elmwood Park resident and beloved library patron, will always be 

remembered for his extensive reading and remarkable personal collections. The outpouring of 

donations made in his honor is a testament to the admiration and affection felt by his family, 

friends, and fellow readers. To commemorate his impact, a special plaque will be installed at the 

front of the Service Desk in his memory. 

William “Bill” Stoeckicht was more than a frequent visitor, he was a beloved friend to the 

Youth Services Department. Each week, Bill checked out children’s books for the Picket Fence 

childcare center and lit up our library with his kindness and enthusiasm. Bill had a rare ability to 

make every interaction feel special, and his unwavering support for our staff and programs will 

never be forgotten. In his honor, we will dedicate a special book display in the Youth Services 

area—a reminder of his joy and generosity. 

Priscilla Panico, a former employee, passed away far too soon. Though I never had the 

opportunity to meet her personally, I’ve come to learn that she was an extraordinary asset to the 

library team. As a shelver, one of the most demanding and meticulous positions in our 

organization, Priscilla set the standard for excellence. Her concentration, work ethic, and passion 

left a lasting mark. To celebrate her memory, an acorn has been added to our Memorial Tree 

located behind the Circulation Desk. 

To honor these three individuals and their lasting contributions to the library and the community, 

we dedicated June’s Library Newsletter in their names. Their stories and their impact will 

continue to inspire us all. 

Programs & Events 

On May 31, 2025, we hosted our Summer Reading Kickoff, and it was one for the record 

books! Over 270 residents joined us to celebrate the start of another exciting summer of learning 

and fun. 

A major highlight was the Project Next Generation (PNG) Lab, which welcomed 47 curious 

and enthusiastic visitors. The positive feedback from adults was so strong that we will now begin 

offering PNG classes specifically for adults, a natural extension of our mission to support 

lifelong learning and digital literacy. 

Our Gaming Lounge was another standout feature, drawing 82 participants who enjoyed an 

afternoon of competitive, cooperative, and family-friendly gaming. The atmosphere was filled 

with joy and energy, underscoring the library’s unique role in bringing people together across 

generations. 

On Friday, June 13, the library is proud to co-host "Movie in the Park" with the Village of 

Elmwood Park. This special evening under the stars is part of our continued effort to partner with 



 

the community in meaningful ways that promote connection, family fun, and outdoor 

entertainment. We encourage everyone to bring a blanket, some snacks, and enjoy a relaxing 

night at the park with neighbors and friends. It’s another reminder that the library experience 

reaches far beyond our walls. 

Summer Survey: Help Shape How We Connect 

At the kickoff event, we also launched our Summer Communication Survey, designed to better 

understand how Elmwood Park residents prefer to receive information about library programs 

and services. With 56 responses collected on the first day, we are off to a strong start. The 

survey, available both online and in person and will run through the summer. Our goal is to 

receive at least 200 responses, which will help guide our future marketing and outreach efforts. 

Your input is essential to making sure we stay connected in the ways that matter most to you. 

Special Thanks 

I would like to extend our sincere appreciation to the Elmwood Park Public Works Department 

for their outstanding support and care in helping make our library grounds truly shine. Over the 

past several months, their efforts have transformed the exterior of our building into a welcoming 

and beautiful space for all. They have installed charming flower boxes along our front railings, 

placed five large concrete planters at the library’s entrance, and planted a variety of vibrant 

flowers throughout the surrounding landscape. Their attention to detail and commitment to 

enhancing our public spaces have made the library a true showcase within the community, 

inviting, colorful, and full of life. On behalf of the staff, patrons, and Board of Trustees, thank 

you for making the Elmwood Park Public Library a place that looks as warm and welcoming as 

it feels inside. 

Closing 

As we move through the summer months, I am reminded every day of the strength, compassion, 

and pride that define the Elmwood Park community. From honoring the memory of those we've 

lost, to launching new programs that serve residents of all ages, to celebrating our partnerships 

and beautifying our shared spaces, this library continues to be a cornerstone of connection and 

growth. I thank each of you, our patrons, staff, trustees, and community partners for your 

ongoing support, your feedback, and your belief in the power of public libraries. Together, we 

are not just maintaining a library we are building something extraordinary. 

While the vast majority of our community has embraced the growth, innovation, and positive 

changes at the Elmwood Park Public Library, we recognize that a small number may still 

struggle to view these achievements through an optimistic lens. Change no matter how 

meaningful can be difficult, and it often invites scrutiny. But I invite everyone to look beyond 

skepticism and focus on the collective progress we’ve made: more programs, more engagement, 

more transparency, and stronger partnerships. The work we do is for everyone, and our door 

remains open, especially to those willing to work together toward a better future. I encourage 

you to step out from behind your keyboard and present your ideas in person. Be a contributor, 

not a detractor. If you have suggestions or would like to see the library improve in any area, I 

welcome the opportunity to hear from you directly. Together, we can continue building 

something truly exceptional for Elmwood Park. 


