Elmwood Park
Public Library

Peter N. Silvestri Cultural and Learning Center

ELMWOOD PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Meeting Minutes for March 10, 5:00 PM

A Board Meeting of the EImwood Park Public Library of Trustees was held on Monday, March
10, 2025, at the EImwood Park Public Library in the Ferrentino Room.

Trustees present for the meeting were:

Trustee Pesko, Trustee Santangelo, Trustee Balundis
Trustee Monahan, Trustee Fosco

Trustees absent from the meeting were:

Trustee Gordon, Trustee Narayan

A quorum was present, and the meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m.

Account Balances:

Total GF Checking: $147,692.46 as of March 6, 2025

Total Building Fund: $38,221.25 as of March 6, 2025

Total Gift Fund: $2,030.02 as of March 6, 2025

Total Reserve Account: $100,120.76 as of March 6, 2025

Total Cash Balance: $288,064.49 as of March 6, 2025

GF (YTD) FY 2024-25 expenditures: $1,999,401.28 as of March 6, 2025

Consent Agenda:

e Approval of the February 2025 Board Meeting Minutes with an adjustment for the
adjournment motion that Trustee Balundis motioned and Trustee Monahan seconded with
4 “ayes” and 0 “nays”

Approval of Payroll for March 2025

Approval of Medical Insurance for April 2025

Acknowledgement of the Treasurer’s report

Approval of IMRF check for April 2025

Approval of General Fund Disbursements February 2025

Motioned by: Trustee Santangelo
Seconded by: Trustee Balundis

Discussion: Trustee Monahan addressed a typographical error in the minutes under the
Director’s Letter. The minutes read, “He wants the Board to understand that a contract with an
outside company cannot extend beyond the Board President’s term limit.” The line should be
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corrected to the Trustees’ term limit. Trustee Pesko confirmed the adjustment for the
adjournment motion in the minutes.

Roll Call Vote:
e Trustee Monahan: Yes
o Trustee Santangelo: Yes
e Trustee Balundis: Yes
e Trustee Fosco: Yes
e Trustee Pesko: Yes

Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 5 , Nays 0 , Absent 2
Voted Result: Vote Motioned Passed (5:05 p.m.)
Correspondence:

Correspondence was shared verbally since it arrived late and was not included in tonight’s
meeting packet.

e Sheri Guzman expressed her gratitude for the numerous programs offered at the library.

e Staff member Jessica Ruiz stated her concerns about comments about the staff credentials
at the last board meeting, emphasizing that staff members earn their positions and do not
need to justify their place on staff.

Public Participation:

Donna Clesen thanked the library for allowing the League of Women Voters of Oak Park and
River Forest to hold an open forum for all the candidates in the upcoming election, but she
expressed her disappointment that none of the incumbents were present to participate in the
event.

Resident Anna Machalski spoke about what she perceives as disinformation from the Trustees.

Resident Jack Bower reiterated his concern about reducing benefits for the staff members, a
Board Meeting agenda item from December that he addressed at last month’s Board Meeting.

Resident Julia Harmon Bell expressed her disappointment that none of the incumbents were
present to participate in the open forum event.

Staff Member Thomas Guth expressed his appreciation for the current director of the EImwood
Park Public Library and his positive influence on the staff, which has encouraged staff members
to provide quality services to the community through their personal creativity.

Staff Member Angelina Kregg expressed her appreciation and love of her work at the EImwood
Park Public Library, which she feels is shared among all her co-workers and can be sensed by
regular patrons.

Former resident Marge Zaval expressed her pleasure with the EImwood Park Public Library as a
retired person who regularly visits thirty-five different libraries and grades each one on twenty-
five different criteria. Based on her criteria, this library is the number one on her list.
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Staff member Francesca Romito addressed negative comments from critics of the library about

the staff of the library, and she encouraged these people to visit the library to see that the library
is filled with a diverse group of employees with diverse skills and talents who value knowledge

and work to provide an inclusive place for all.

Librarv Director’s Report:

Director Consiglio addressed some items in the March 2025 Director’s Letter included in the
packet.

He noted the popularity and successes of some recent and upcoming programs, notably the
Chocolate Test Tasting Program, Southside Jazz Coalition, St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, the St.
Joseph’s Day Celebration, and P.E.P. (Period Education Program).

The staff continues to go through in-person and webinar training.

Director Consiglio is considering how to proceed with the continued maintenance of the elevator
system. The elevator is fixed currently, but vendors for the aging equipment need to be
researched.

The HVAC is up-to-date.

The Homeschooling Program started this week. Each week, approximately 4-8 students will
participate. The program's purpose is to supplement the students’ homeschooling education with
library resources and allow some socializing among the students.

There has been funding for E-Rate, which will allow the library to purchase some internet and
broadband services.

Building Committee:

e No update. The Building Committee did not meet.

By-Laws/Goals/Policy/Personnel Committee:

Finance Committee/Audit Committee:

There has been no update. There was no finance and budget planning meeting today because the
village has not provided an update. Hopefully, there will be an update within the next 30 days.
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Unfinished Business:

Motion: The approval to hire William Carlton Foellmer to complete all architectural and space
planning work for the Library Expansion Project as detailed in Phase 1, at a cost not to exceed
the remaining balance of $4,850

Motioned by: Trustee Santangelo
Seconded by: Trustee Monahan

Discussion: Trustee Pesko suggested to amend the motion to approve no more than $5,500 for
William Carlton Foellmer, Architect, for Phase 1 of the library improvement project to cover the
full cost of the initial work. Director Consiglio gave an update on the proposed layout for the
improvement project. Trustee Santangelo and Trustee Monahan agreed to the amendments.

Roll Call Vote:
e Trustee Monahan: Yes
Trustee Santangelo: Yes
Trustee Balundis: Yes
Trustee Fosco: Yes
Trustee Pesko: Yes
Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 5 , Nays 0 , Absent 2
Voted Result: Vote Motioned Passed (5:52 p.m.)

New Business:

Director Consiglio credited the library's success during his two-year tenure to the staff's efforts
and publicly recognized them for their work for the library and the community.

Adjournment
Motion: to adjourn
Motioned by: Trustee Santangelo

Seconded by: Trustee Fosco

Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 5 , Nays 0 , Absent 2

Voted Result: Vote Motioned Passed (5:55 p.m.)
Next Meeting: April 14, 2025
Trustee Balundis, Board Secretary Date Approved
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