Elmwood Park
Public Library

Peter N. Silvestri Cultural and Learning Center

ELMWOOD PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
November 10, 2025 — 5:00 PM
Call to Order/Roll Call

A Board Meeting of the EImwood Park Public Library of Trustees was held on Monday,
November 10, 2025, at the EImwood Park Public Library in the Ferrentino Room.

Trustees present for the meeting were:

Trustee Monahan Trustee Santangelo Trustee Balundis Trustee Fosco
Trustee Narayan Trustee Pesko Trustee Segura

Trustees absent from the meeting:

e None
Legal Counsel was present.
A quorum was present, and the meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Account Balances:

» General Fund (Checking): $14,039.00

* Building Fund: $102,709.04

* Gift Fund: $2,090.77

» Reserve Account: $273,331.15

* Total Cash on Hand: $392,169.96

* FY 2025-26 Expenditures to Date: $1,187,183.35

Consent Agenda:

* Approval of October 13, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes

« Approval of Payroll for October 2025

* Approval of Medical Insurance for November 2025

* Acknowledgment of Treasurer’s Report

* Approval of IMRF Payment for October 2025

* Approval of General Fund Disbursements for October 2025

Motion: to accept the Consent Agenda

Motioned by: Trustee Fosco

Seconded by: Trustee Narayan

Motion Amendment: to delay approving the October Board Meeting Minutes due to Trustee
Pesko’s absence

Motion Amendment Accepted: Trustee Fosco
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Seconded by: Trustee Narayan

Roll Call Vote:

e Trustee Balundis: Yes

e Trustee Santangelo: Yes

e Trustee Monahan: Yes

o Trustee Narayan: Yes

e Trustee Fosco: Yes

e Trustee Segura: Yes

e Trustee Pesko: Yes
Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 7 Nays 0 Absent 0
Voted Result: Vote Motion Passed (5:08 p.m.)

Motion: to approve the October 13, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes
Motioned by: Trustee Fosco
Seconded by: Trustee Monahan

Roll Call Vote:
e Trustee Balundis: Yes
e Trustee Santangelo: Yes
e Trustee Monahan: Yes
o Trustee Narayan: Yes
e Trustee Fosco: Yes
e Trustee Segura: Yes
e Trustee Pesko: abstain

Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 6 Nays 0 Abstain 1 Absent 0
Voted Result: Vote Motioned Passed (Trustee Pesko did not attend the meeting)

(5:09 p.m.)
Correspondence:
There was a communication from Attorney Jack Bentley that was forwarded to the rest of the
board.
The Editor of the EImwood Park Advocate emailed the Director to appeal the current meeting
room policy.

Elmwood Park resident Tom Watchee criticized the Advocate group for using the library to push
political agendas and for publicly harassing staff and the director.

Anais Medina, an ElImwood Park resident, appeals the Library’s decision denying her group’s
request to use a large meeting room for a community volunteer project.

Aileen Vielman, another resident and mother, submitted a similar message in support of Anais
Medina’s position.

Public Participation:
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e Resident Gina Smid expressed her opinion that there should be boundaries so that groups
using a library space are limited to EImwood Park residents.

e Kevin Gosztola thanked the Board for passing a temporary moratorium on the fee for
using the Ferrentino Room.

e Resident Rosalyn Sanchez expressed her concern that the issues relevant to the library, its
staff, and its patrons are unnecessarily dividing the community.

e Resident Jack Bauer read his interpretation of past events relevant to the room reservation
policy.

Library Director’s Report:

e Director Consiglio read a letter from Tanya King, Library Director at Broadview Public
Library District, that thanks Director Consiglio for his recent guidance in bringing a bi-
lingual story time to the Broadview Public Library District. Director King complimented
Director Consiglio in his efforts at his own library as well as his willingness to form
interlibrary relationships.

e Director Consiglio reviewed his three years of efforts at the EImwood Park Public
Library and asserted that, during his tenure, the library has experienced its most
transformative and productive period.

e Director Consiglio shared that the owner of the EImwood Park Wing Stop has offered a
$10,000 grant for the library to purchase 8 Chromebooks and the connectivity for the
Chromebooks.

e Director Consiglio said that he applied for another grant from Beacon that would give
$20,000 in Chromebook equipment and 1 year of connectivity to the ElImwood Park
Public Library.

e Director Consiglio gave notice that the Board Meetings January and February will be
held in the Korbel Room due to program scheduling conflicts with the Ferrentino Room.

e Director Consiglio said that he will contact Board Members about trustee training from
the state of Illinois.

Building Committee:

e Trustee Santangelo stated that there is nothing new to report.

By-Laws/Goals/Policy/Personnel Committee:

e Trustee Segura reported that the BGPP is recommending that there is a moratorium on
the meeting room fees until the committee has reached a resolution on the policy.

Motion: to recommend a temporary moratorium on all meeting room fees pending further
review

Motioned by: Trustee Segura

Seconded by: Trustee Fosco

Roll Call Vote:
e Trustee Balundis: Yes
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e Trustee Santangelo: Yes
e Trustee Monahan: Yes
e Trustee Narayan: Yes
e Trustee Fosco: Yes
e Trustee Segura: Yes
e Trustee Pesko: Yes
Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 7 Nays 0 Absent 0
Voted Result: Vote Motioned Passed (5:39 p.m.)

Finance Committee:

e Trustee Balundis reported that the committee reviewed the monthly finances and had
nothing new to report.

Unfinished Business:

e Nothing

New Business:

Motion: to close the library at 5:00 PM on Friday, December 26, for the staff Holiday Party
Motioned by: Trustee Fosco
Seconded by: Trustee Santangelo

Roll Call Vote:
e Trustee Balundis: Yes
e Trustee Santangelo: Yes
e Trustee Monahan: Yes
e Trustee Narayan: Yes
e Trustee Fosco: Yes
e Trustee Segura: Yes
e Trustee Pesko: Yes
Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 7 Nays 0 Absent 0
Voted Result: Vote Motioned Passed (5:40 p.m.)

Motion: to approve a resolution requesting the village of EImwood Park to issue tax
anticipation warrants and approving an intergovernmental agreement between the village of
Elmwood Park and the EImwood Park Public Library in regard to the issuance of tax anticipation
warrants

Motioned by: Trustee Balundis

Seconded by: Trustee Monahan

Discussion: Trustee Pesko explained that this is necessary due to the county not collecting taxes
to date. Director Consiglio explained that the tax money, whenever collected, will need time to
make up for the delays so far.
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Roll Call Vote:
e Trustee Balundis: Yes
e Trustee Santangelo: Yes
e Trustee Monahan: Yes
e Trustee Narayan: Yes
e Trustee Fosco: Yes
e Trustee Segura: Yes
e Trustee Pesko: Yes
Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 7 Nays 0 Absent 0
Voted Result: Vote Motioned Passed (5:44 p.m.)

Motion: to enter Executive Session pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1) for the appointment,
employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees, specific
individuals who serve as independent contractors in a park, recreational, or educational setting,
or particular volunteers of the public body or legal counsel for the public body

Motioned by: Trustee Segura
Seconded by: Trustee Santangelo

Roll Call Vote:
e Trustee Balundis: Yes
e Trustee Santangelo: Yes
e Trustee Monahan: Yes
e Trustee Narayan: Yes
e Trustee Fosco: Yes
e Trustee Segura: Yes
e Trustee Pesko: Yes
Roll Call Vote Outcome: Ayes 7 Nays 0 Absent 0
Voted Result: Vote Motioned Passed (5:45 p.m.)

Next Meeting:

Trustee Segura, Board Secretary Date Approved
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