To: The Trustees and Community

November marks a season of reflection and gratitude —a time when our Library celebrates
community, creativity, and learning. This past month, the EImwood Park Public Library
continued to expand its programs and partnerships, strengthening our role as both an educational
hub and a cultural center for residents of all ages. From launching new grant initiatives that
advance digital inclusion to introducing innovative homeschool and cultural programs, our team
remains committed to meeting the evolving needs of the community. We take pride in offering
services that inspire lifelong learning, promote equity, and honor the diverse heritage that defines
Elmwood Park.

Beyond Books Expansion

The EImwood Park Public Library continues to expand its Beyond Books collection, reflecting
our ongoing commitment to meet the diverse needs of our community. This innovative program
goes far beyond traditional library materials, offering items that promote learning, creativity, and
everyday convenience. Over the past year, we have broadened the collection to include new
technology such as Chromebooks and mobile hotspots, as well as educational Kits, tools,
instruments, and other hands-on resources that support lifelong learning. The library’s goal is to
ensure that all residents, including students, families, and seniors, have access to the tools they
need to learn, explore, and thrive. Our ongoing expansion of the Beyond Books program
represents our dedication to providing equitable access, reducing barriers, and redefining what a
modern public library can offer.

Wingstop Wi Fly Digital Inclusion Grant - $10,000

The EImwood Park Public Library has applied for the Wingstop Wi Fly Digital Inclusion Grant
for $10,000, following an invitation from the owner of our local Wingstop franchise. The grant
proposal includes a request for eight (8) Chromebooks and thirty-one (31) months of mobile
hotspot service, designed to expand access to digital learning resources for residents without
reliable internet at home. This project directly supports the library’s commitment to promoting
equity in education and in access to technology. By partnering with Wingstop Charities, the
library aims to eliminate equipment waitlists, enhance digital literacy programs, and ensure that
community members of all ages can connect, learn, and thrive.

Mobile Beacon Digital Inclusion Grant - $20,000

The EImwood Park Public Library has also applied for the Mobile Beacon Digital Inclusion
Grant, which provides laptops, mobile hotspots, and one year of unlimited broadband service to
eligible organizations. This national program supports initiatives that bridge the digital divide by
empowering libraries and nonprofits to provide equitable access to technology. The library’s
proposal seeks to expand its digital lending program, enhance technology-based educational
opportunities, and strengthen workforce-readiness efforts across the community. This initiative
aligns with Mobile Beacon’s mission to connect underserved populations to essential digital
resources and advances the library’s broader goal of ensuring inclusive access to information and
opportunity.



Programming
October Cultural Reflections

October was a month of celebration, reflection, and cultural connection at the EImwood Park
Public Library. As autumn brings a sense of change and community gathering, the library
dedicated the month to honoring cultural heritage, storytelling, and artistic expression. Our
programs highlighted the rich diversity of our community and offered residents opportunities to
experience traditions from around the world. From the vibrant energy of Diwali to the spiritual
symbolism of the Lakota hoop dance, each event invited patrons to learn, participate, and
celebrate the beauty of culture, history, and shared humanity.

Cultural Programming Highlights

Diwali Dances and Stories (featuring Bollywood & Culture Groove)

In October, the EImwood Park Public Library hosted Diwali Dances and Stories, presented by
Bollywood & Culture Groove. This Chicago-based organization celebrates Indian heritage
through music, movement, and storytelling. The program introduced families to the traditions of
Diwali, the Festival of Lights, through lively Bollywood dance, cultural storytelling, and
interactive participation. Fourteen adults and ten children attended, making this one of our most
engaging multicultural programs of the month. The event not only fostered cross-cultural
understanding but also supported the library’s mission to provide inclusive and educational
experiences that celebrate global diversity.

Healing the Broken Hoop: A Lakota Art and Dance Performance

The library also welcomed Starr Chief Eagle, an enrolled member of the Sicangu (Rosebud)
Lakota Sioux Tribe, for her program Healing the Broken Hoop. Starr is known nationally for her
traditional Lakota hoop dancing and storytelling, which convey themes of balance, unity, and
healing. Twenty-five adults and seventeen children attended this captivating program that
blended art, dance, and cultural education. Through her performance, Starr offered patrons an
opportunity to learn about Native traditions and the significance of the hoop dance as a symbol
of life and connection. This program strengthened our ongoing effort to offer meaningful cultural
experiences that promote awareness, respect, and appreciation for Indigenous heritage.

Cooking with Benedetta

Beloved EImwood Park resident and cookbook author Benedetta Lino returned to the ElImwood
Park Public Library on Saturday, October 11, to share her passion for authentic Italian cuisine
with 40 delighted attendees. The afternoon featured a charming cooking demonstration of her
Pasta with Peas and Mushrooms, prepared with her signature warmth and expertise. Guests
enjoyed a beautifully prepared lunch of fresh salad, artisan bread, and Benedetta’s homemade
eggplant parmesan, followed by a sweet finish of fruit tarts and Italian sesame cookies, perfectly
paired with coffee. The room was filled with laughter, conversation, and the aroma of delicious
food, a truly heartwarming celebration of community and culture.



Ukrainian Family Storytime

The Library hosted a warm and engaging Ukrainian Family Storytime, celebrating language,
culture, and connection through storytelling, music, and shared traditions. Twelve participants
joined the session, which featured Ukrainian folktales, songs, and interactive activities for
children and families. The program fostered a sense of cultural pride and community among
attendees while providing a welcoming space for families to enjoy literacy and learning together.

Fall-Themed Papercutting (Vytynanka) Workshop with Lidia

In celebration of the fall season, local artist Lidia led a Vytynanka (Ukrainian papercutting)
workshop attended by 12 participants. This intricate art form, known for its delicate symmetry
and seasonal motifs, allowed attendees to explore creativity while learning about a treasured
Ukrainian folk tradition. The hands-on session created a relaxing, inspiring atmosphere where
participants crafted their own beautiful fall-themed designs, blending artistry with cultural
appreciation.

Karaoke Night

On Thursday, October 10, the Library transformed into a lively stage for Karaoke Night, an
evening filled with music, laughter, and community spirit. Patrons of all ages joined together to
perform their favorite songs, from timeless classics to modern hits, creating an atmosphere of joy
and togetherness. The event encouraged participants to step out of their comfort zones and share
their talents while cheering on friends and neighbors. Smiles, applause, and friendly duets filled
the room, making it a truly memorable night that reflected the Elmwood Park Public Library’s
commitment to fostering creativity, confidence, and connection within our community.

Noche de Loteria (October 16)

The Library came alive with laughter and friendly competition during Noche de Loteria. This
beloved Mexican game night brought together 12 adults and nine children for an evening of
family fun. Participants enjoyed traditional Loteria cards, lively calls, and small prizes, all while
celebrating a cherished cultural pastime. The event fostered intergenerational connection and
cultural pride, creating a joyful atmosphere that reflected the Library’s commitment to inclusion
and community engagement.

Cuentos en Espariol (October 10, 17, and 24)

The Library’s Cuentos en Espafiol story time series continued to captivate young audiences and
their families throughout October, offering an engaging introduction to Spanish language and
culture through stories, songs, and activities.

Each session provided families with the opportunity to strengthen early literacy skills while
celebrating the beauty of bilingual storytelling. The growing attendance and enthusiastic
participation reflect the Library’s success in connecting with the community’s Spanish-speaking
families and fostering a love of reading in both Spanish and English.

Other Programming



Artwork - Painting

The EImwood Park High School (EPHS) Art Club joined us on Friday, October 24th, to paint
cement pylons in front of our library's entrance. We were joined by EPHS Art Teachers Sydney
Edmunds and Assia Staneva, along with 10 Art Club members. Together, they decorated three
concrete pylons with original artwork. Patrons have already shared their appreciation of the
lovely artwork!

Winter Art Exhibition

The library is also planning a winter art exhibition featuring artwork by EImwood Park High
School students. The artwork will be displayed in the Youth Services area.

Homeschooling

Elmwood Park Public Library is expanding its Homeschool programming offerings in
November. In addition to the popular Homeschool Technology Class, the library will offer new
Science Explorers and Arts programming for homeschool students to support our STEAM
curriculum. We started the program last March, and we have had over 239 students participate.

Paint & Sip: Halloween Edition

Creativity and fun were in full swing during the Paint & Sip: Halloween Edition on Monday,
October 20, as 24 patrons gathered for a festive evening of art, laughter, and community.
Participants painted impressively large pumpkins, each showcasing their unique flair and
imagination. The group included seniors, couples, a lively group of five EImwood Park moms
out for a night of fun, and even a few young artists. The results were nothing short of
spectacular; many pumpkins are now on display in the Circulation Department, while others can
be admired in photos capturing the evening’s most creative and spooky designs. The event once
again proved that EImwood Park is home to an exceptionally talented and vibrant community of
artists and friends.

Elmwood Park Seniors Captivated by “History of Elmwood Park” Debut Presentation

On October 20, | was honored to be invited to the Senior Luncheon to deliver, for the first time,
the History of EImwood Park presentation. A total of 34 residents attended the event. The 38-
slide presentation traced ElImwood Park’s journey from its early farming roots to its development
into a vibrant and thriving community. The audience was entirely engaged and captivated by the
photos, stories, and milestones, and many expressed excitement for future installments.

Following the overwhelming response, we have been invited to present again by the Franklin
Park Seniors, St. Vincent, and the EImwood Park Seniors. We are also hopeful that St. Celestine
Church will ask us to contribute by Christmas.

Fairytale Tea Party

Once upon a time, at the EImwood Park Public Library, princesses and fairytale friends from
across the EImwood Park kingdom gathered for our very first Fairytale Tea Party. Guests arrived
dressed as their favorite storybook characters and enjoyed an afternoon filled with wonder and
imagination. Together, we listened to the tale of Sleeping Beauty, sipped tea and lemonade from



dainty teacups, and created sparkling fairy dust crafts. The magic continued with bubble dancing,
fairy dough masterpieces, fairy name designs, and whimsical temporary tattoos. Laughter and
joy filled the room as children and families celebrated the timeless enchantment of fairytales. To
complete the story, everyone checked out their favorite fairytale books to take the magic home,
marking a truly unforgettable day at the Library.

Halloween Party at the Library

The EImwood Park Public Library was transformed into a spooktacular celebration as more than
250 patrons joined us for our annual Halloween Party! The building was buzzing with
excitement as families arrived in creative costumes, ready for an evening of treats, games, and
festive fun. Our dedicated staff joined in the spirit, donning imaginative costumes that brought
smiles to every corner of the Library. A special highlight of the night was Security Guard Tony
Wilk, whose vibrant Joker costume stole the show and delighted guests of all ages. From
laughter echoing through the halls to the joy on children’s faces, the event perfectly captured the
Library’s commitment to community, creativity, and celebration. It was a hauntingly good time
that reminded everyone that the EImwood Park Public Library is truly where the magic and the
mischief happen!

Director’s Summary

This month’s highlights demonstrate the Library’s continued momentum and impact across
multiple areas of service.

Innovation and Access: We advanced digital equity efforts through new applications for the
Wingstop Wi Fly Digital Inclusion Grant ($10,000) and the Mobile Beacon Grant ($20,000),
both aimed at expanding technology access for underserved residents.

Cultural and Educational Programming: October’s lineup of programs celebrated global
traditions through events such as Diwali Dances and Stories, Healing the Broken Hoop, and
Noche de Loteria, while community favorites like Cooking with Benedetta and the Fairytale Tea
Party drew strong attendance and enthusiastic feedback.

Community Engagement: More than 250 attendees enjoyed the annual Halloween Party, and
over 30 residents participated in the debut History of EImwood Park presentation, which has
since received multiple invitations for encore sessions.

Youth and Homeschool Initiatives: The Library expanded its homeschool offerings with new
science and arts programming, building upon the success of our technology classes that have
already served over 239 students since March.

Art and Expression: Collaborations with EImwood Park High School brought public art
installations to life and set the stage for an upcoming Winter Art Exhibition showcasing student
talent.



As we move into the holiday season, our focus remains on enriching the lives of EImwood Park
residents through inclusive programs, forward-thinking initiatives, and meaningful connections.
The accomplishments of November highlight not only the dedication of our staff but also the

enthusiasm and support of our patrons, together shaping a library that continues to grow Beyond
Books.



