
Elmwood Park Public Library  
FY22 Spotlights 

Spotlight:  Going Fine Free 
This past fall, we were very excited to announce 
that the Library was now FINE FREE!  What does 
that mean?  If you return an item after the due-
date, we will no longer apply any overdue fines. 
(Though you will still be charged a fee for the item if returned 21+ days late.) 

Why did the Library go fine free?  We have been working to increase Library 
access to our community members and reduce barriers to service. In fact, the 
Library was able to pilot this change when we waived all overdue fines as a 
step to make using the Library easier during the pandemic. After careful 
consideration, and with positive feedback from our patrons, the Library Board 
voted to eliminate overdue fines permanently.  

Spotlight:  More Technology for Checkout 
We continually strive to provide as much access to 
technology as possible for those that don’t have it at home.  
This year we received the Expanding Digital Inclusion grant 
from the State of Illinois, which allowed us to purchase 19 
iPads, 13 webcams, & 20 additional laptops, all for checkout.  

Our annual PNG grant also made it possible to purchase 10 laptop & 
hotspot combos intended for kids. These were great additions to our 35 
WiFi hotspots, 16 Rokus, and other items in the collection. 

Spotlight:  
Library Value 

Michelle’s library-loving 
family of 5 check out 13 
books a month, enjoy 
our monthly craft kits, 
and frequently use the 

study rooms.   

Estimated annual value  
of Michelle’s family  
Library use = $2,466 

Spotlight:  Updated Online Catalog 
We were very excited that our online SWAN 
catalog, where you can search for books, 
movies, and more, was upgraded this past 
fall! Improvements include better search 
relevancy, clearer indication that an item is 
available or checked out, the grouping of all 

the different formats of a title so it’s easier to find what you’re looking 
for, searchable local history photographs, and new ways for the library 
to highlight our collections.  All in all, it’s a much better experience! 

Spotlight:  
Library Value 

Mark is an avid music 
listener, and checks out at 
least 15 music CDs a week, 
and gets them delivered to 

his house through our Home 
Delivery Service. 

Estimated annual value of 
Mark’s Library use = $3,048 

Spotlight: Library Value 
Jen frequently visits the library 
with her kids and the child she 

watches, attending 18 
programs & checking out 20 

books monthly.   

Estimated annual value of Jen’s 
Library use = $5,412 



We were 
asked over 

29,000 
questions 

Our website 
was viewed 

107,000 
times for info 

The Library was 
visited over 

59,800  
times 

154,500 
items were 
checked out 

3,700 
people used our study 

& meeting rooms 

7,420 
people enjoyed our  

in-person, virtual, or take-
home programs & activities 

There were 

10,636 
uses of our 

online resources 

1,050 
New or renewed 

Library Cards 

400 
people picked  

up library 
material through  
Curbside Pickup 

Library Usage 
by the numbers FY22  

With our Home 
Delivery service,  

we visited  

200 homes  

to deliver over  

900 books, 
movies, and CDs 


