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Rediscovering Your Library
While the Library has been open since June 2020 for computer
use and browsing, we invite you to visit and discover all the new
things we have to offer. Our amazing staff are here to connect
you with your favorite fiction, nonfiction, DVDs, video games,
and music, as well as introduce you to new & diverse authors
and genres. A full menu of convenient and creative offerings are
listed on the back page.
In May, we returned to our regular hours, added some
seating, reintroduced our newspapers and magazines for
browsing, and opened up our study rooms for 1-2 people at a
time. While we ask that you limit your visits to 2 hours, we're
excited to connect in person during the summer—including an
unveiling party for the You Are Beautiful art installation. We’re
also excited to hear your ideas on how we can best support you,
your family, and the life of the community. Stay tuned for more
formal ways to provide input as we begin work on our 2022
long-range plan this summer and fall.

Books & Botanical Benches:
A Memorial Garden for Miss Kim
It has been almost 2 years since our
lovely Miss Kim passed away. As Head of
Kids & Teens, she made a positive impact
on many lives, and one special teen
wanted to give back. The Library
is thankful and honored to have
been selected for an Eagle Scout
project and will have benches with
planters built and installed on the west side of the building by
early fall.
The Library is accepting donations to support this project and
our Eagle Scout's fundraising for construction of the benches,
plants and flowers. Help us to keep Kim's memory in bloom and
remember her wonderful smile.
If you would like to contribute, go to our donations website
(elmwood-park-public-library.square.site).

Summer Reading: June 10 - Aug. 14
It’s time again for our annual Summer Reading Challenge!
Celebrate diversity and imagination with this year’s theme:
Reading Colors Your World.
There’s a reading challenge for all ages - infants (“Read to Me”),
kids, teens, and adults! Sign up and track your progress using
the free Beanstack app, or stop by the service desk and pick up
a paper reading log. Read books and complete activities all
summer to collect your rewards.
Check the All Ages/Families page for fun Summer Reading
activities, including the Kids & Teens Art Gallery and the Summer
Reading Photo Booth!
For more information, visit our website starting June 1:
elmwoodparklibrary.org/SummerReading

Friends of the Library Book Sale
July 23 & 24 • 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Find great deals on hardcover and paperback books, as well
as DVDs, CDs, and more! All proceeds benefit the Friends of
the Library, which supports our programs and collections. Free
entry! This sale will be held outside the Library building, and
face masks will be required.
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Upcoming Book Releases

Programs & Events for Adults
Featured Programs & Speakers
Virtual Living History: Georgia O'Keeffe (Zoom)*
Thurs., June 10 • 7-8:15 p.m.
In this living-history performance, historian Leslie Goddard, Ph.D., portrays Georgia O’Keeffe,
the legendary artist and modernist. As O’Keeffe reflects on her life, she discusses her intense
closeness to flowers, nature, and the landscape around her homes in New Mexico. What
emerges is a complex person whose mythmaking encompassed both her art and her life.

This program is brought to you by AgeOptions.

Arts & Crafts
Virtual DIY (Zoom)*
Thurs. • 1-2 p.m. • Sign up ends 7 days before
Sign up for this program in advance, and pick up your supplies at the Library
a week before the program. Then join us live over Zoom and we will make the
craft together!
June 3 - Fairy House
July 8 - Flower Press
Aug. 5 - Embroidered Rainbow Handkerchief

Adult Carryout Kits*
Register and receive the supplies you’ll need for a creative project or activity at
home! Pick up your kit at the Adult Desk anytime the Library is open during the
designated week, then bring it home and have fun!
Pickup June 28 - July 3: Seed Bombs
Pickup July 26-31: Nature Hike
Pickup Aug. 30 - Sept. 4: S’mores

Games & Fitness

Check the back of the Kids’ page for All Ages
and Family programs, including the
Summer Reading Photo Booth
and the Kids & Teens Art Gallery!

Zoom: How Does It Work?
Register in advance and we will email you the
Zoom link and phone number to join the program
before it starts. You can use the link to view it on
an Internet-connected device, or just call the
phone number to hear the audio.
Look for the email about 30 minutes before the
program starts. If you join online, just follow the
prompts to enter the meeting. You will have the
option to turn your camera on or leave it off.
If you have any questions or problems, please
call 708.453.7645 or send an email to
askref@elmwoodparklibrary.org.

Virtual Wits Workout (Zoom)*
Mon. • June 7 | July 5 | Aug. 2 • 1-2 p.m. • Sign up ends 3 days before
Your brain needs to exercise too! Join us for fun activities designed to maintain
and enhance cognitive function and memory. Worksheets will be available for pick
up a week before the program. Sponsored by AgeOptions.

Virtual Chair Yoga (Zoom)*
Mon. • June 14 & 28 | July 12 & 26 | Aug. 9 & 23 • 1-2 p.m.
Join Rhonda Fentry as she guides you through a one-hour session of gentle
exercise. Chair yoga is done entirely in the chair or standing next to the chair,
and is great for those with limited mobility. Sponsored by AgeOptions.

Virtual Gentle Mat Yoga (Zoom)*
Mon. • June 21 | July 19 | Aug. 16 • 1-2 p.m.
Join Rhonda Fentry as she guides you through a one-hour session of gentle
exercise. Gentle mat yoga can be done on a mat, bed, or couch. This class
involves gentle stretching with some standing, sitting, and lying down poses.
Rhonda will inform you about your body and breathing, while focusing on flexibility
and the relaxation of body and mind. This program is brought to you by the

Friends of the Library.

Virtual Trivia Night (Email or Facebook link)*
Tues. • June 29 | July 27 | Aug. 31 • 7-7:30 p.m.
Trivia is now online! Sign up to receive the trivia link via email, or check our
Facebook page around 7 p.m. to click the trivia link. The first person to answer
the most questions correctly will win a prize! Check our online calendar or
Facebook page for more details.

Playaway Launchpad
Check out a Playaway Launchpad pre-loaded with
brain games to keep your mind sharp! This easyto-use tablet has games for adults, including
crossword puzzles, Sudoku, and Hidden Objects.
There’s no WiFi required, and there are no ads or
pop-ups. Just open the case, power it on, and
have fun! It comes with a carrying case, a
charger, and instructions for your convenience.

Sponsored by AgeOptions

*Registration Required. Registration for Adult program s begins now .
Note: All program s are subject to change. P lease check our online calendar or call 708.453.7645 for the latest updates.
For more information visit elmwoodparklibrary.org

Programs & Events for MidKids & Teens
Virtual MidKid Munchies (Zoom)*

Totally Tie Dye*
Gr. 3-6
Wed., June 16 • 1-1:45 p.m. OR 2-2:45 p.m.
Bring your own clothing (like a t-shirt, leggings, socks, etc.) and we will
provide everything else you need to create some totally awesome tiedye. This program will be held outside, weather permitting. Face masks
are required for all attendees. Please only register for one time slot.

Teen & MidKid Tech: Project
Next Generation (PNG)
Check out a Kano PC Laptop and follow along
with all of the great PNG Online activities we’ve
been doing on YouTube!
The laptops come loaded with a variety of Kano’s fun coding exercises,
Adobe Photoshop and even Minecraft! A wireless hotspot is also
included to make getting online simple and easy.
To see what’s new in Project Next Generation, visit our website:
elmwoodparklibrary.org/png

Funding for this program is provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and
Library Services to the Secretary of State/Illinois State Library under the
provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).
Check the back of the Kids’ page for All Ages and Family programs,
including the Summer Reading Photo Booth
and the Kids & Teens Art Gallery!

Gr. 3-6
Wed. • June 30 | July 28 | Aug. 25 • 4-4:45 p.m.
Attention all snack lovers! Pick up your snack kit from the
Library, and then log in to our virtual Zoom program to taste
test your snacks. Snack kits available one week in advance of
the program.
June 30: Crunch Salty Snacks from Around the World
July 28: Cookies from Around the World
Aug. 25: Candy from Around the World

Carryout Kits
Register and receive the supplies you’ll need for a creative
project or activity at home! Pick up your kit at the Kids &
Teens Desk anytime the Library is open during the
designated week, then bring it home and have fun!

All Ages Carryout Kit*
Gr. PreK - 12
Pickup July 19-24: Colorful Circles Painting Kit

STEM Carryout Kits*
Gr. K-8
Pickup June 7-12: Tangram Brain Teasers
Pickup July 5-10: Rainbow Science
Pickup Aug. 2-7: Back to School Supplies

MidKid Carryout Kits*
Gr. 3-6
Pickup June 21-26: Pothos Plant Pots
Pickup July 19-24: Paper Mache Turtle
Pickup Aug. 16-21: Pony Bead Lizard Keychain

Teen Carryout Kits*
Virtual Teen Advisory Board (Google Meet)
Gr. 7-12
Thurs. • June 17 | July 15 | Aug. 19 • 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Share your ideas for new ways to provide library programs and services
in our virtual and socially distanced environment. Earn volunteer service
hours, too! Meetings will take place virtually using Google Meet. Register
using our online calendar, and we will email you the meeting link.

Graffiti the Library*
Gr. 7-12
Thurs., June 24 • 4-5 p.m.
Use spray chalk, window markers, and stencils to graffiti the walls and
windows of the Library. This program will be held outside, weather
permitting. Face masks are required for all attendees.

Virtual Bad Art (Zoom)*
Gr. 7-12
Thurs., Aug. 5 • 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Pick up a bag full of supplies from the Library and use them to create a
bad piece of art. Join us online for a virtual art exhibition where you can
present your Disaster-piece and vote on the worst creations. No art
skills needed! The tackier and weirder, the better!

Gr. 7-12
Pickup June 28 - July 3: Rainbow Friendship Bracelets
Pickup July 26-31: DIY Neon Signs
Pickup Aug. 23-28: Edible Terrariums

Teen Book Boxes*
Gr. 6-12

Subscribe to get your
Summer Teen Book Boxes!
Choose a genre (like horror,
fantasy, sci-fi, etc.) and pick
up a box each month with
one or two books and some
fun treats!
Once you’re done, return the book and box, but keep the
treats. Sign up for the June, July, and August boxes on
our website under Kids & Teens > Teens > Book Boxes.

*Registration Required. Registration for each program begins about 30 days prior (on the 1st and 15th of the previous
month). Note: All programs are subject to change. Please check our online calendar or call 708.453.7645 for the latest updates.
For more information visit elmwoodparklibrary.org

Programs & Events for Kids
Check the back of the Kids’ page for All Ages and Family programs,
including the Summer Reading Photo Booth
and the Kids & Teens Art Gallery!

Story Times

Li’l Kids Exploration Station
Ages 2-5 with caregiver
Stop by the Kids & Teens Desk throughout the summer to
get instructions and supplies for our Lil' Kids Exploration
Station. Station activities will change every two weeks.
This is a drop-in activity. Face masks are required for
ages 3 and up.

Virtual Rockin’ Reads (Zoom Program)*
Ages 3-5 • Wed. • June 2 - July 28 • 10-10:30 a.m.
Join Miss Carol for an interactive Virtual Story Time using Zoom. Get
ready to rock with books, songs, puppets and more. Register for the
story time using our online calendar, and we will email you the Zoom link.

Pop-Up Outdoor Story Time (TBD)
We're still working on the details, but we hope to offer outdoor story
times this summer! Sign up for our Library eNewsletter for updates
throughout the summer months.

Carryout Kits
Register and receive the supplies you’ll need for a
creative project or activity at home! Pick up your kit at
the Kids & Teens Desk anytime the Library is open during
the designated week, then bring it home and have fun!

All Ages Carryout Kit*
Gr. PreK - 12
Pickup July 19-24: Colorful Circles Painting Kit

Kids Carryout Kits*

Outdoor Fun
Outdoor Stamp-stravaganza*
Gr. PreK - 2 with caregiver
Tues., June 22 • 1-1:45 p.m. OR 2-2:45 p.m.
Create a cool art project using ink pads and stamps! This program
will be held outside, weather permitting. Face masks are required for
all attendees. Please only register for one time slot.

Outdoor Sand Art*

Gr. PreK - 2
Pickup June 14-19: Flowerpot Craft
Pickup July 12-17: Summer Fun Kits
Pickup Aug. 9-14: Birdie Craft

STEM Carryout Kits*
Gr. K-8
Pickup June 7-12: Tangram Brain Teasers
Pickup July 5-10: Rainbow Science
Pickup Aug. 2-7: Back to School Supplies

Gr. PreK - 2 with caregiver
Tues., July 20 • 1-1:45 p.m. OR 2-2:45 p.m.
Create a cool art project using glow-in-the-dark sand! This program
will be held outside, weather permitting. Face masks are required for
all attendees. Please only register for one time slot.

TV/Movie Fun
DIY Drive-In Movie Night Kit*
Ages 0-6 • Fri., June 11
Beep Beep! Vroom Vroom! Come to the library to pick up snacks and all
the supplies you need to turn a cardboard box into a “car” you can sit in!
Then check out a movie and take everything home for a DIY Drive-In
Movie Night in your own living room!

Virtual Saturday Morning Cartoons (Zoom Program)*
Ages 0-6 • Sat. • June 19 | July 17 • 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Get up early and watch Saturday morning cartoons with us! You’re
already in your PJs so grab your favorite cereal and let’s watch some
cartoons together on Zoom! We’ll watch some popular and classic
cartoons with NO commercials.

WonderBooks for Kids
Check out a new way to read with our collection of Wonderbooks (from Playaway). Every Wonderbook
is a print book with a ready-to-play audiobook built into it. Kids can listen along as they read the book,
and then switch to learning mode, with a fun, narrator-led Q&A session about the story they just read.
Ask for them at the Kids & Teens Desk!
*Registration Required. Registration for each program begins about 30 days prior (on the 1st and 15th of the previous
month). Note: All programs are subject to change. Please check our online calendar or call 708.453.7645 for the latest updates.
For more information visit elmwoodparklibrary.org

Programs & Events for All Ages/Families
Kids & Teens
Art Gallery*
Calling all artists in grades K-12!
Register to take part in our Kids &
Teens Art Gallery and your very
own work of art will be showcased
at the Library this summer. We will supply you with a paint,
drawing, or sculpture kit to get you started, but feel free to
incorporate your own supplies if creativity strikes. When you
are finished with your masterpiece, drop it off at the Library
and we will showcase your work in July and August.
Sign up online by June 15 and w e w ill provide you
with more details and instructions. Find the sign-up form on
our website under Programs/Events > Library & Village
Events > Kids & Teens Art Gallery.

Storytelling Show with Chris
Fascione in Central Park*
All Ages • Sat., June 12 • 2-2:45 p.m.
Nationally known story-performer Chris
Fascione will bring storytelling, juggling,
and comedy to this fun-filled participatory
show for children and families. This
program will be held outdoors in Central
Park, weather permitting. Bring your own chair or blanket to enjoy the
show. Face masks are required for ages 3 and up when a distance of
six or more feet cannot be maintained.
Please register 1 person per group and use the notes field to say how
many people in your group (for example: a group of four would
register 1 person and write “4 people in group” in the notes field).

Elmwood Park StoryWalk® in the Circle
All Ages • July 5-17 • Conti Circle
Follow the StoryWalk® path around the Circle anytime between July 5 and July 17 to read a
picture book. When you are finished reading, visit the Library to pick up an activity kit! Keep
an eye out for details, and be sure to sign up for our Library eNewsletter for updates
throughout the summer months.
This is a fun and socially distant family event for kids of all ages. Please remember to practice
safe social distancing and stay at least six feet from other families while enjoying the story. If
you cannot maintain six feet of distance, please wear a mask. Masks are required for ages 3
and up in the Library when you pick up your activity bag. No registration required for the
activity bag, while supplies last.

We would like to thank the Elmwood Park Youth Commission, The Village of Elmwood Park
Public Works, and Girl Scout Brownie Troop #45821 for sponsoring this event.
The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT and developed in collaboration
with the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. StoryWalk® is a registered service mark owned by Ms. Ferguson.

Virtual
Family BINGO Night*
All Ages • Wed., July 7 • 7-8 p.m.
Join us online for a fun game of
BINGO! Register online and we will
email you directions and the virtual
meeting link before the event.

Drop-in Activities
Sidewalk Chalk Fridays
All Ages with a Caregiver • Fri. • June 11 - Aug. 13 • 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Stop by the Library every Friday morning to cover the Library's
sidewalk with colorful chalk drawings. Chalk will be provided and each
week will have a different theme. This program will be held outside,
weather permitting. Face masks are required for attendees ages 3 and
up when a distance of 6 feet or more cannot be maintained.

Summer Reading Photo Booth
All Ages • June 10 - Aug. 14
Stop by the Kids & Teens Desk any time this summer to
strike a pose at our photo booth. Your photo will be
added to our Summer Reading Bulletin Board! This is a
drop-in activity - no registration required.

Animals Around the World Scavenger Hunt
All Ages with a Caregiver • June 28 - July 2
Animals from around the world are hiding on the 2nd floor of the
Library. Can you find them all? Stop by the Kids & Teens desk to get
a scavenger hunt activity sheet and then search the Library for every
animal. Face masks are required for ages 3 and up.

Flags Around the World Scavenger Hunt
All Ages with a Caregiver • July 26-30
Flags from 26 different countries are hiding on the 2nd floor of the
Library. Can you find them all? Stop by the Kids & Teens desk to get a
scavenger hunt activity sheet and then search the Library for every
flag. Face masks are required for ages 3 and up.

Kids & Teens Art Gallery
Visit the Kids & Teens Art Gallery
in July and August to see all the
great masterpieces created by
local student artists! Walk around
the Kids & Teens Department to
admire the drawings, paintings, and sculptures on display.

*Registration Required. Registration for each program begins about 30 days prior (on the 1st and 15th of the previous
month). Note: All programs are subject to change. Please check our online calendar or call 708.453.7645 for the latest updates.

Let Us Help You Stock Up!
Book Concierge
Looking for your next great read? Let us help! Just answer a few questions about what you
like to read, and a library staff member will create a personalized reading list based on
your preferences. This service is open to Elmwood Park residents only. Fill out the
questionnaire on our website. Find it under Adults > Books & More > Book Concierge.
Bag o’ Books
Kids & Teens staff will hand-pick books, DVDs, and more, just for you, based on
your age and interests. Find details on our website under Kids & Teens > Special
Collections > Request a Bag o’ Books.
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Vacation Bags
Taking a trip with the kids? Let us put together a bag of books, movies, and other items to
help keep everyone entertained. You can even request a portable DVD player to help you
watch movies on the go, or any one of the fun and helpful items in our Beyond Books
Collection. Just let us know when you plan to return from your trip, and we will set the due
date for three days after that. Find details and the request form on our
website under Kids & Teens > Special Collections > Vacation Bags.
Curbside Holds Pickup and Home Delivery
Have items ready for pickup, but can’t make it in? Just park in a Curbside spot, give us a
call, and we’ll bring your holds out to you. Or sign up for Home Delivery! Find details and
the sign-up form on our website under How Do I? > Additional Services > Home Delivery.

Beyond Books Collection
Check out some of the useful and entertaining items available for checkout in our Beyond
Books Collection! Items in this collection can only be checked out by Elmwood Park residents who are age 18+. For more information about all the items in this collection, visit our
website and look under How Do I? > Special Collections > Beyond Books Collection.
WiFi Hotspots & Chromebook Laptops
If you find yourself without a reliable computer or Internet connection, check out a
Chromebook laptop and a WiFi hotspot from the Beyond Books Collection so you can
continue to work, play, and connect online.
Roku Streaming Stick+
Can’t get enough movies and TV? Whether you like superheroes like Captain America,
period pieces like Bridgerton, or kids shows like Mickey Mouse Clubhouse, you are sure to
find something to watch when you check out a Roku Streaming Stick+ from the Beyond
Books Collection. With a variety of streaming apps and access to over 600 movies and TV
shows that the Library owns digital copies of, we are confident that this is a checkout that
the whole family can enjoy. Please note that your TV needs an HDMI input, and you must
have high-speed wireless internet at home for the device to work. If you do not have wireless internet, be sure to place a hold on a WiFi hotspot to accompany this device.
Summer Fun
Make some great summer memories with outdoor games like Bocce Balls, Bags (Beanbag
Toss), Croquet, or Horseshoes, or w hip up a cold treat on a hot day w ith our Ice
Cream Maker!

Your Library at Home: Digital Resources
Access free eBooks, eAudiobooks, and digital magazines from home
with your Elmwood Park library card! Find eBooks and eAudiobooks
through the Axis 360 app or the Libby app by Overdrive. Browse
digital magazines through the Flipster app. For more information,
visit our website and look under eBooks & more > Getting Started
> Library Digital Collections + Instructional Guides.

Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Library are now accepting donations, which can be brought to the
donation bin in the Lobby. Please make sure your items are clean, dry, and in good condition.
The Friends value your donations but are unable to accept textbooks, encyclopedia sets,
magazines, or product manuals.
If you'd like to become a member, please send your $5 membership fee to Friends of the
Elmwood Park Library at the Library's address.

ELMWOOD PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY
1 Conti Parkway, Elmwood Park, IL 60707
Phone: 708.453.7645 | Fax: 708.453.4671
www.elmwoodparklibrary.org
For the latest updates, sign up for our
eNewsletter: elmwoodparklibrary.org/eNews

LIBRARY HOURS:
Mon. - Thurs.: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri.: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sun.: Closed (1-5 p.m. after Labor Day)
BOARD MEETINGS:
Thurs., June 17 • 7 p.m.
Thurs., July 15 • 7 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 19 • 7 p.m.
LIBRARY BOARD & DIRECTOR:
Chris Pesko, President
Peter Fosco, Vice-President
Elsa Volpe, Treasurer
Marisa Santangelo, Secretary
Alice Balundis, Trustee
Diana M. Gordon, Trustee
SK Narayan, Trustee
Tiffany Verzani, Library Director
For accommodations at an event or
class, please contact us, allowing
seven days’ notice to best serve you.
Library events and classes may be
photographed and/or recorded for
Library promotions and social
media, as per the Library’s Photograph/
Filming policy. Please let us know if you
prefer not to be photographed or
videotaped. Your name will not be used
without your written consent.

